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disciples. This truce was soon afterwards brokeby;, or Alleged to have been broken, by the Meccans. H|%e Prophet, whose power had been fast growing lattejfityV; thereupon assembled an army of ten thousand men and marched rapidly on Mecca, which surrendered without a battle. The idols were destroyed, and the Kaaba again dedicated to the service of the one true God.
Several other campaigns were fought, in some of which the Prophet himself led the Moslem army against recalcitrant tribes. He sent messages to foreign rulers demanding their submission. At the time of his death, eleven years after his flight from Mecca, most of the Arabians had acknowledged his prophetic mission. He married in all eleven wives,* the most celebrated of whom, after Khadijah, who died before the Hegrah, is Aesha, the daughter of Abu Bakar. Beside Kasim, he had one other . son, Ibrahim, who also died in early childhood. His daughter Fatima, shortly after their arrival in Medina, had been married to Ali, and had borne him two sons, Hassan and Hussein, of tragic destiny. The Prophet died and was buried at Medina at the age of sixty-three. Fatima was the only one of his children to survive him.
Mohammed in the prime of life was a man of medium stature, rather thick set. He had black hair and beard, a pleasant expression, and remarkably bright eyes. His complexion was fair.
This is no place to discuss the validity of his claims to Divine inspiration ; but one thing is as certain as anything can be that is not actually demonstrable, and that is that he believed in them himself. Regarded from an ordinary standpoint, he was a man of sound common-sense, personal bravery, and gentle disposition. His life was consistent with the ethical code he preached. He had great breadth of mind and a sense of humour capable of appreciating a joke against himself, as the following anecdote concerning him will show. In the early days of his sojourn in Medina, the Prophet and his followers were often hungry. He would never accept any luxuries for himself in which the latter could not share. One
* Authorities differ as to the exact number. Mohammed claimed for himself a special indulgence in this matter. Four is the greatest number permitted by the Koran.